Your Colours in the Museum

FOR
A

Beginning in 2013, our international
team led by Natacha Le Duff started
creating the foundations for a Museum
of Colours. After developing the
concept and building a worldwide
network during the first couple of
years, the association produced a cycle
of four exhibitions in Berlin, attracting
its first 2500 visitors. In 2018,
partnerships with museums in Berlin
have given us new experiences and
resources, which we wish to implement
into a permanent space to exhibit
colours by the end of 2022.

MUSEUM
Our method is based on interactive
workshops with colour specialists,
artists and culture audiences but also
countless curious people who added
their vision to the project. Nobody
owns colours; we consider our role
as implementers of multiple visions
and facilitators for the diversity
of voices expressing themselves on
this topic. There is no single truth
about colours; we wish to confront
points of view about the nature and
meaning of colours, to allow our
visitors to enrich their own vision.

OF
COLOURS

WHY

Because colours are all around us,
without us knowing the impact they
have on our everyday life.
Because we all have elements of
knowledge about colours, we are all
interested in knowing more.
Because colour is the perfect topic to
bring sciences, arts, society and the
common world together.
Because there is no such institution in
the world: no multidisciplinary museum
tackling the diversity of colours.
Because cultural innovation is based
on multidisciplinarity.
Because we need the 3-dimensional
space offered by a Museum to portray
such a complex topic.
Because we need a physical space
to catalyse international research
on colours.

WHAT

A museum in Berlin to exhibit colours
in their diversity, integrating not only
sciences, arts, and history, but also
symbols and everyday references.
A permanent space addressing human
interactions: how we perceive, use,
analyse and interpret colours.
Various visions, interpretations, and
studies to illustrate the debates and
issues surrounding colours.
Different methods of communication to
address everyone, mixing documentary
approaches, pedagogical and
interactive installations; appealing
to children and adults, novices and
experts.
A space to promote diversity,
tolerance, and respect of cultures
which contribute to a great richness
within the world of colours, and inform
a connection to humans.

WHO

Project leader Natacha Le Duff has
lead the project together since its
inception. After graduating in 2012
from Sciences-Po, having undertaken
studies in Cultural Management,
she worked towards creating the
foundations for a Museum of Colours
in Berlin. In parallel, she worked as a
cultural mediator in Berlin.
Together with Anne Cogan-Krumnow,
she set up the basis for a longterm project. Graduated in history,
archeology and cultural management,
she has lived in Germany since 2007,
and worked for various institutions
such as the Kulturhistorisches Museum
in Magdeburg and the Sitftung
Stadtmuseum Berlin.
The project is supported by volunteers
who provide valuable skills to this
growing project. This international
team, based in Berlin, is thus
composed of professionals in culture
and mediation, project management
and editing.
The association is endorsed by
numerous colours’ associations and
institutions throughout the world,
providing expertise, exhibition space
and networks. These initial sponsors
have made the cycle of exhibitions
possible.
We wish that the Museum of Colours
becomes a platform of exchange
for various colours’ researchers,
professionals and businesses, creating
a cluster of high-quality partners.

“We wish that the Museum
of Colours becomes a platform
of exchange for various colours’
researchers, professionals and
businesses, creating a cluster
of high-quality partners.”

THE CONTRIBUTING PARTNERS OF THE EXHIBITIONS

THE
EXHIBITION
CYCLE
contents,
partners
and results

MAIN ARTISTS
Larissa Noury • Lauren Randolph • Nika Fontaine • Juliana Volberding
• Giovanni Casu • Santiago Cruz • Michel Albert-Vanel • le Peuple
arc-en-ciel • Cath Carver/Colour Your City • Lisi Badia/Show Us
Your Type • der Künstlerduo Quintessenz • Julien Patry • El Bocho
• Nallely Rangel • Zach Dunton • Claude Lampe • Frédérique de
Rauglaudre.
BUSINESSES AND INSTITUTIONS
— GERMANY
RAL FARBEN • Flutgraben e.V. • IHK-Berlin • Kryolan GmbH • die
TU Dresden • BSR • BVG • Ampelmann GmbH • VOXNOX • Hertha
BSC • 1. FC-Union e.V. • Kremer Pigmente • Institut Français Berlin
• Philosophie Magazin • Stiftung Haus der Kleinen Forscher •
Erdsaugkraft-Fliegschwung • Berliner Unterwelten e.V. • Urbanophil •
Judith Kerr Grundschule • KLEIO&CO • Bohmeyer & Schuster.

Four exhibitions have taken place
since January 2017, enabling our team
to gain competences, expertise and
a small collection of original exhibits.
Each exhibition was organised into
three spaces - the colours’ lab,
the colours of Berlin and a colour
room (red, blue, green or yellow).
This inspired our team to research
in various directions such as the
perception of colours, the cultural
colours of Berlin, the colours of nature
or those featured in the colour rooms.
In addition to the exhibitions, events
were organised to promote the
liveliness of colours: vernissages with
performances, conferences and games
which completed the experience
of our visitors. Groups of scholars
and students also booked guided tours
of the exhibitions.

— WORLDWIDE
Caran d’Ache, Kolormondo • Ôkhra (Conservatory for ockers
and colour) • École Nationale du Paysage de Versailles • Green
Resistance.
ORGANISATIONS SUPPORTING THE GLOBAL PROJECT AND
ENSURING OUR VISIBILITY
— GERMANY
Die farbwissenschaftliche Gesellschaft • das deutsche Farbenzentrum
• das ICOM Deutschland • Comit Paris-Berlin.
— WORLDWIDE
L'Académie des Couleurs (Bordeaux, Frankreich) • le Centre Français
de la Couleur • la Fédération Française de la Couleur • l'Association
Internationale de la Couleur (AIC) • the UK Colour Group • the
Asociacion Chilena de las Colores • Colour Your City • Amexinc.

Through the exhibitions,
we attracted an increasing
number of people from
Germany and Europe,
evidencing the growing
interest in our initiative.
Our online community has
also grown by 65% since
January 2017. New contacts
have given us the opportunity
of partnerships with
famous Berliner museums
in 2018.
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Exhibitions
Visitors
Volunteers
Members/Followers online
Artists involved
Exhibits in our private
collection

Still 1 000 000 colours for you
to discover!
5 years of conception leading
to 1 amazing space, opening soon.

TOWARDS
A
OF

The Museum of Colours will allow
visitors to approach the topic
following different verbs associated
to colours: perceiving, but also
producing, using, creating or
interpreting colours. This enables our
anthropologic approach to set deep
roots in order to connect colours
to humans - and reciprocically.
This also constitutes a great way
to introduce values - because
colours are also to be protected and
respected through their existence
and meanings.

MUSEUM
COLOURS
perspectives for 2020/22

Perceiving
colours

Observing
colours

Producing &
using colours

Creating (with)
colours

Interpreting
Colours

• Functions of the eye
• Synesthesia
• Naming colours

• Colours in nature
• Minerals, flora, fauna
• Light phenomena

• Extraction of pigments
and dyes
• Colours to wear,
decorate and build with
• Trading colours

• Innovations and their
impact on arts
• Colour theory
• Diversity of colours'
materialisation

• Symbolism of colours
• Colours of ideologies
• Colours for identification

Until 2022 we will plan various
events to display the progress
of our project and the
development of our collection,
working towards a permanent
space for colours. Thanks
to a wide network in Berlin,
Germany and abroad, we can
facilitate two major exhibitions
per year: some of them are
already being conceptualised.
Finding a permanent space
is a challenge, to help
this process we will work
to prepare a 3D-visualisation
of the final project; allowing
concepts to transform
into spaces.

2019

• Project exhibitions
• Exhibition in the Technische Universität
Dresden
• AIC Congress in Buenos Aires

2020

• Two exhibitions in Berliner Museums
• AIC Congress in Avignon: Keynote
presentation and prefigurative exhibition

2021

• Two exhibitions in European Museums
• Purchase of an exhibition space,
preparation of the exhibits.
• Set up of a temporary project’s exhibition in
a part the space.

2022

• Installation of the first permanent exhibition
• Opening of the Museum of Colours.

WHY

• To take part in what has already
proven a fruitful adventure.

BECOME
OUR

The Museum of Colours has become
a regular meeting point for various
audiences. This growing interest justifies
our progression. Since the project started,
we have gathered a cataloged collection
which allows us to work towards a
permanent exhibition. The expertise and
experience gained through the collaborations
within museums empowers us to establish
our own permanent space, while maintaining
collaborations with meaningful cultural
institutions.
Beyond a simple museum, we aim to
create a space that could benefit not only
research, but also the exchange of good
practice among businesses and colours’
professionals. Colours contain a lively
dimension which we could implement
through performing arts in the frame of
events.
The purpose of our project has never felt
so relevant; let’s not miss this chance
to shed light on the beauty of colours!

PARTNER?

• To have the unique opportunity
of being the first in your field to be
represented in the museum.
• To become part of a cluster of
high-quality partners, gaining
greater visibility in the field of
colours and our wider audience.
• To share our values of cultural
diversity, ecology and…? and want
to show your colours!
• Contribute your belief in
promoting culture, arts and
sciences for everybody.
• To benefit from tax deductions
of up to 60% on your donation in
most countries.

Ein Museum der Farben g.e.V.
contact@museum-of-colours.org
Natacha Le Duff: (+49)176-8667-9292
www.museum-of-colours.org
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